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Klaipėda. A rising economic hub with wind in its sails. Steeped in 
maritime tradition, and home to the EU’s most profitable ice free 
port, Klaipėda is growing. With unparalleled logistical links that 
connect central Europe with Scandinavia, the CIS and China - 

What you need to know about Lithuania

Your location  for business 

2

in Index of
Economic freedom

in the world for 
procedures to start a 
business

most attractive location for 
manufacturers in the World

connectivity and 
communications 
technology 

Freedom Heritage Foundation, 2018

IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook 2016

Manufacturing Risk Index 2018 by 
Cushman & Wakefield

IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook, 2015

16

19
Leading 2nd

in the Ease of 
Doing Business 

World Bank, Doing Business, 2018

most attractive location for 
manufacturers in Europe

Manufacturing Risk Index 2018 by 
Cushman & Wakefield

Klaipėda is the ideal business bridge between East and West. As 
the country’s third largest city, it is a regional business, education, 
culture, tourism and administration centre. 

1#

2#

11 destinations
+ more than 70 flights
from Lithuania

KLAIPĖDA BY AIR

Ferry lines
24 hours
48 hours
72 hours

Container Delivery times

KLAIPĖDA BY PORT

18 hours - Minsk “Mercury”
54 hours - Moscow “Mercury” 
55 hours - Kiev “Viking”
240 hours - Turkey “Viking”
360 hours - China “Sun”

KLAIPĖDA BY RAIL
Container routes

1 day - 67 million
2 days - 327 million
3 days - 609 million

KLAIPĖDA BY ROAD
Truck delivery times /Market size
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These goals are all set down in the Klaipėda City Economic 
Development Strategy which was created and will be 
implemented by a joint team of the Klaipėda City Municipality, 
the Port of Klaipėda, Klaipėda University, Klaipėda Free Economic 
Zone, the Association of Klaipėda’s Industrialists, and Klaipėda 
Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Crafts. Over 300 experts in 
city development, science, port development, business and other 
sectors were involved in building the strategy. Klaipėda is focused 
on growth in the blue economy and becoming a modern city 
synonymous with fast decision making. 

Klaipėda knows its strengths and aims to build on them. These are 
four sectors the city aims to target: Marine economy, Bioeconomy, 
High tech industry economy, Creative and service economy.

When we introduced Klaipėda 2030 
strategy, we received a lot of positive 
feedback from business, other cities 
and central government – as we are 
the first city to develop this kind of 
strategy in Lithuania. The fact that 
the initiative has been recognized 
abroad also means that we are on the 
right way.

– these are Klaipėda’s economic ambitions, 
all to be realised by 2030. 

Vytautas Grubliauskas
The mayor of Klaipėda 

Klaipėda 2030 – ranked among the best City FDI 
promotion strategies at the Emerging Europe awards.

new 
jobs

new 
companies

increase
in export

population
growth

tourists
accommodated 

EUR flow 
of FDI

25
2

200%40
400

1.5 billion000

000

000

000

increase
in salaryDouble

Klaipėda 2030 partners

Klaipėda 2030
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Marine economy

Klaipėda is the most unique transport hub in Lithuania and in the 
region. Locations with sea, airports, roads and railway facilities are 
becoming especially attractive for logistics and transportation 
companies. Klaipėda has included the logistics as a sector in 
smart specialization of the region as well as in the City Economic 
Strategy of 2030 and aspires to become a center of excellence in 
this area. Klaipėda Science and Technology Park and Lithuanian 
LNG Cluster carry out several projects in the field of logistics 
innovations: Use of LNG in rail logistics in geosynchronous 
logistics or Innovative LNG Transport Container.

The production, repair, maintenance, assembly and selection 
of ships, parts and structures is a global market. Klaipėda is 
the only city in Lithuania capable of developing this activity, 
which makes it exceptionally high-quality and competitive in 
Europe and the world. The companies that settled down have 
provided indisputable advantage in guaranteeing success in the 
global market with the quality, attractive prices and sustainable 
development of its port. Ship repair, construction and technical 
services are provided by 46 companies. The Association, uniting 
30 companies, have about 4,000 employees.

Logistics Ship MRO

Klaipėda’s main economic driver is its Marine cluster. Bringing 
together shipbuilding, repair and design with logistics and 
stevedoring, the city’s port and surrounding environs comprise an 
integrated high value cluster that is a great breeding ground for 
innovation for small and large companies.

These leading global companies chose Klaipėda
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Energy innovation is one of the main sectors that the city is 
concentrating on for driving future growth. The city’s LNG cluster 
is developing a project for the use of geothermal energy in the 
LNG. It is also innovating when it comes to the use of LNG cold 
energy for data centers, refrigerators or the pharmaceutical 
industry. Wind energy is a also particularly promising and 
developed area in the region.

Energy

Klaipėda LNG Terminal is 
among the most efficient 
LNG terminals in Europe

Independence

7

Klaipėda seaport on our doorstep is 
crucial. We source our raw materials 
from countries as far flung as the 
Middle East and Asia, and we deliver 
all over the world.

Jitendra Kumar Kishorilal Malik
CEO of Indorama Ventures



Bioeconomy
By focusing on innovation in the areas of the production of 
biomass, raw materials and food, Klaipėda wants to help deliver 
tomorrow today. 

in CEE for university - business 
collaboration in R&D

Global Competitiveness report 2016-2017

1st

Chemical industrial production is one of the best developed 
sectors in Klaipėda region, with some of Europe’s largest 
polyethylene terephthalate (PET) producers based here. Some 
of Europe’s first multilayer PET containers were produced in 
Klaipėda, and the NEO GROUP’s Klaipėda production facility 
produces 308,000 tonnes of PET pellets annually, accounting for 
12% of Europe’s production.

Plastics

Forestry, timber, timber products and paper are strong economic 
sectors in the Klaipėda region. There are also plans to boost 
cooperation within the industry and a research centre oriented 
towards wood construction applications, biopolymer production 
and applied research.

Wood industry

These leading global companies chose Klaipėda
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Klaipėda sees the automotive industry as a great driver for its 
economy and is dedicated to the development of the sector. The 
presence of in Klaipėda FEZ of Yazaki, the Japanese global leader 
in wiring technologies for the Automotive industry, is a great 
example of how automotive companies can thrive in the city. The 
company has continued to grow since its establishment. In fact, 
some of its Lithuanian staff are responsible for training Yazaki staff 
globally.

The region’s rapidly expanding LNG cluster, which includes such 
international companies as Shneider Electrics and Emerson, is 
currently in the process of finishing the prototype of one of its first 
projects - an LNG powered locomotive.

Automotive

High tech
industry economy
Building better energy options for the future and advancing 
technologies in automation are high on Klaipėda’s agenda. 
Klaipėda Geothermic Power Plant is the first geothermal heating 
plant in the Baltic region to provide heating for an entire city, while 
the city’s LNG cluster brings together international companies like 
Emerson, SGS and Shneider Electrics, along with local institutions 
to innovate next generation energy solutions.

8 9

Our teams of highly skilled engineers, 
technologists, electronics and automation 
specialists makes wonders. It’s not the first 
time that a manufacturing model developed 
by Yazaki’s team in Lithuania has been 
transferred to Yazaki’s global operations.

Roma Budriene
Head of Region, YAZAKI



With a strong tradition of creating top-flight, industry specific 
talent, Klaipėda is the perfect city for engineering companies 
looking to grow. The city is a regional hub for testing, component 
manufacturing, and small scale extraction for the Oil & Gas 
industries – making it a natural competence hub in for this sector.

Engineering

students in engineering, 
manufacturing and 
electronics in the region30000

These leading global companies chose Klaipėda
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Creative and
service economy
The growth of the creative industries and the startup ecosystem 
is one of the most attractive reasons for talents and businesses to 
settle in Klaipėda. Futhermore in Klaipėda, the creative industries 

globally in fulfilling 
business needs for ICT

in the world for 
entrepreneurship 

globally by Bloomberg 
for ‘tertiary efficiency’*

connectivity and 
communications 
technology

ICT World Competitiveness Yearbook, 2013

Manufacturing Risk Index 2018 by 
Cushman & Wakefield

*Which includes enrolment in higher 
education and the number of graduates 
in key innovation sectors

are adding value in traditional business sectors and it is digital 
technology that is driving this process. 

2nd

8th1#

Leading
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Klaipėda’s growing community of startups is attracting teams from 
other Lithuanian cities and abroad. Together they are building 
a strong, creative hub for innovators and unicorns. Start-ups 
from outside Lithuania can now take advantage of the recently 
introduced Lithuanian Startup Visa, which helps ensure an easy 
set-up and soft landing for teams looking to change the market 
with fresh ideas.

Most of the added value in the creative industries sector in Klaipėda 
are being created in a digital and technological way. Klaipėda is 
focusing on the development of cultural and tourism-oriented 
areas: digital and content creations, traditional menus, artists’ 
transit, attraction of personalities and exhibitions.

Startups Creative industries 

The information and communication technology industry is one 
of the engines of urban growth and development. Small and 
medium-sized ICT enterprises in Klaipėda region are expanding 
and developing.

ICT

12 13

These leading companies chose Klaipėda
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Locations to invest

With a fast and reliable business 
infrastructure, and competitive 
cost to quality ratio for your office 
space, Klaipėda ticks all the boxes 
if you are looking business growth.

Located on Lithuania’s Western coast, Klaipėda sits at the 
crossroads of trade routes from North to South, and West to 
East. As the country’s third largest city, it is a regional business, 
education, culture, tourism and administration centre. Its historic 
importance as a trading city has been maintained to this day, 
especially thanks to its deep-water port, which is the busiest in the 

Klaipėda is a space where urban compactness meets the creative power of nature, resulting in a unique 
synergy that fuels creative endeavour. Creative nexi like the Cultural factory or the Castle workshop 
provide focal points where the full creative potential of the region can be realised.

The Culture Factory is an incubator of contemporary performing arts and creative businesses, which 
successfully combines art and business initiatives. Multifunctional spaces at the Culture Factory host a 
variety of cultural and entrepreneurial events: theatre and dance performances, festivals, conferences, 
educational seminars, cinema and fashion events.

Focused on promoting an innovative environment in Klaipėda Region by establishing close and focused 
cooperation between science and business sectors, the center seeks to give the region a competitiive 
edge and nurture the growing start up ecosystem.

Maritime Cluster is a professional and reliable consulting company. Its qualified experts provide advice on 
various manufacturing automation.

The aim of this cluster is to establish Klaipėda as both Lithuania and the Baltic Sea region’s leading LNG 
technology and distribution center, ensuring effective cooperation in the areas of energy, education, 
science and business. This new platform provides for the development of joint projects, and enables the 
specialist training and knowledge sharing that the indsutry needs. It also contributes to strengthening of 
Lithuania’s energy independence and environmental sustainability.

1st in CEE for university-business collaboration in R&D

For creative industries activities

Maritime Cluster

For professional
services activities

LNG Cluster

Open Access Center  

For R&D activities

region. Located in the Schengen Zone of the EU, it’s excellent rail, 
road and air networks make it an ideal logistics hub for operations 
in the EU, Nordic region and CIS. It was also the first city in the 
region to establish a Free Economic Zone (FEZ), which is now 
home to more than 100 companies. 

broadband speed in 
EU and 5th worldwide 
3rd in the world for
4G availability

OpenSignal, 2016

Global Competitiveness report 2016-2017

Highest
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Klaipėda is one of the EU’s most profitable ports, offering deep-
water, ice-free port services 24 hours a day, 7 days a week all 
year round. 14 large-scale stevedoring, shipbuilding and repair 
companies operate in the port, and more that 800 different 
companies carry out work related to the port. Directly and 
indirectly, the port’s activities are reponsible for around 185,000 
jobs and it creates an estimated 18% of Lithuania’s total GDP. This 
importance to the regional and national economy mean every 
effort is being made to constantly improve and develop the port. 
For example, in 2018, a new port master plan will be presented 
which will include major development projects.

Klaipeda Free Economic Zone (FEZ) is the first and most successful 
FEZ in the Baltics. It is the largest tax free zone in Lithuania, 
consisting of 412ha of land for manufacturing plants, logistic and 
business park development. Recognised for world‘s fastest on-site 
operation launch for our clients by Financial Times, 2017. Klaipeda 
FEZ based companies generate 2,5-5% of National GDP annually. 
It’s business community includes more than 100 enterprises 
employing over 5400 employees. They have a strong track record 
of providing extra care and service to the multinational clients 
such as Yazaki,  Indorama Ventures, Baker Hughes, a GE Company, 
Albright International and others. Members of Klaipeda FEZ enjoy 
the benefit of tax free business environment with preferential 
economic and legal status, easy access to their customers in EU, 
Scandinavia, Eurasian Customs market through rail, road and 
sea network, and number of aftercare services – mediation with 
government institutions, development, HR, legal, financial advice, 
infrastructure, community and leisure services for their employees.

For marine activities

For high tech industry activities

Annual capacity 65 million tones

0% tax on profits in Free Economic Zone

16 17

We were the first ones to setup at 
Klaipeda  FEZ. All the sites were ready 
prepared all the way to the actual 
plant site and that meant we were 
able to start the construction process 
immediately and save valuable time.

Reidar Inselseth
Managing Director of Espersen
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Talent pool
Famous as a city of students - Klaipėda’s education programs are renowned for their variety and scope. So whatever your business, from 
engineering to IT, Klaipėda has the talent to help you grow.

Our rather ambitious plan was to find 
200 new employees in two months for 
our Mercedes Benz project. And we’ve 
completed that in a shorter time than we 
expected. Most of our staff comes from 
Klaipėda. One third come from all over the 
region. Many of our employees are fresh 
university graduates. And we are super 
proud we’ve been able to attract talents 
who have returned home from abroad.

18

people with 
higher education

EUR average wage 

speak at least one 
foreign language
21%    German

56%  English 

97%   Russian

67

80

818

149

318
study programs

Flexible, adaptive Investors’ Spotlight 

awarded study programs

>250
with 47% of population 
is less than 40 yrs old of students in Lithuania 

enrolled in innovation 
related studies – Science, 
Mathematics, Computing & 
Engineering-related fields

Ministry of Education and Science, 2017

Over ¼

population 
in Klaipėda

population 
in the region

educational 
institutions

3 universities

4 colleges

6 vocational schools

4 informal educational institutions

17

youngest city 
in Lithuania

ranked employee 
motivation level in CEE 
countries 

Highest

The IMD Talent Report, 2016

000

000

2nd

%

%

19

Roma Budriene
Head of Region, YAZAKI



Incentives

R&D

Smart FDI

HR Training

Activity Large 
Company

Large Company

Medium 
Company

Medium Company Small Company Micro-Enterprise

Small 
Company

Effective 
Collaboration

Klaipėda FEZ

Klaipėda offers you a scheme of incentives that will help you secure and develop your business growth.

Grants for development of new or significantly improved products, services or processes. You can also get funding for investment into R&D 
infrastructure, and activities related to process and organizational innovations.*

Foreign companies can apply for funding for employees’ training and qualification as long as they have or are planning to have a base in 
Lithuania.*

Source: Invest Lithuania

Source: Invest Lithuania

Up to 25% off investment to R&D infrastructure

Up to 50% off R&D activities

Up to 50% off employee training

Industrial research

Experimental 
development

up to 50%

up to 50%

up to 25%

up to 60%

up to 60%

up to 35%

up to 70%

up to 70% up to 70%

up to 45%

(+) up to 15%

(+) up to 15%

Real estate tax - 0% (up to 2045)

Corporation tax - 0% (10 years) and 7.5% (6 years)

Corporation tax incentives are also applicable for service providers 
with capital investment >100.000 EUR and ≥20 employees
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Set up 
business
Setting up a business in Klaipėda is quick and 
straightforward. You’ll find a handy six step guide here.

First of all, you have to make sure your company has a 
proper Legal name. Thus, you should reserve the name in 
the Register of Legal Entities. You need to submit a JAR-
5 application. Your selected name shall be reserved and 
kept for you for 6 months, so you could take care of all 
other steps to establish a company. After submitting the 
application, you will get a confirmation of your reservation.

Company
name1.

Make sure to get the permission of the owner of the 
premises to use it as an official place to register your 
business activities to.

Company premises
and address3.

After providing all the documents approved by the 
Notary, the Centre of Registers will officially register 
your company.

Registering company in the 
Centre of Registers6.

It is required to prepare a company establishment 
document, which contains such information as articles 
of incorporation (describing company‘s activities, type 
of management, and its competences, and the protocol 
of Constituent Meeting of Shareholders).

Documents
of Establishment2.

Depending on the type of company, you might need 
to open a bank account for the company and transfer 
the required amount of money there (2,500 – 40,000 
EUR). After that the bank would provide a statement of 
required capital being transferred to your company‘s 
bank account.

Minimum 
authorized capital4.

You are required to have all of the documents above 
approved by the Notary, including but not limited 
to establishment documents, a certificate of name 
reservation, the consent of the owner of the premises 
to use the address as your legal address, and a bank 
statement.

Notary
approval5.

20

days to set up a business!3
21



Move to Klaipėda
Your children’s education will be in safe hands in Lithuania’s 
multi-lingual, international education system.

Chose Klaipėda? Register or apply for Blue card.

Standard EU procedures apply for EU citizens wanting to live and 
work in Lithuania. To stay in Lithuania for up to 90 days, you simply 
need your ID card or passport. If you want to stay longer (up to a 
maximum of 5 years), you will need:

Get a Shengen Visa

Apply for an EU Blue Card

Formalise the EU Blue Card

A completed application form.

Your Passport or ID card.

An employment contract, a letter from an employer confirming 
that they will employ you or other documents confirming that you 
are the owner of an enterprise. 

Once your residency in Lithuania is registered, you will have the 
right to bring family members (both EU and non-EU citizens) and 
will be eligible for permanent residence after 5 years.

If you are a non-EU citizen you’ll need to go 
through 3 steps before you start working:

Source: Invest Lithuania Relocation Guide

kindergartens for Russian 
speaking children and 6 
kindergartens for Lithuanian 
and Russian speaking children

primary and secondary schools 
for Russian and Lithuanian 
speaking children

schools for English 
speaking children2

kindergarten for English 
speaking children1

5

8
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Liveability
Want to live in a city where people can live and connect easily, 
a place where you can enjoy a work-life balance by the sea? 
Klaipėda is for you.

city for quality of life
in Lithuania

Lietuvos savivaldybių indeksas 2017

№ 1

heritage in the city

for an active lifestyle 

beaches in the city

UNESCO

Perfect

Blue flag

22

2nd
with 47% of population is less than 40 yrs old

youngest city in Lithuania

23



Getting around is as easy as 1,2,3. Klaipėda has a best-in-Lithuania 
inexpensive public transport infrastructure that’s sure to get you 
from a to b, and even c. A series of well developed cycling lanes 
allows you to enjoy the breathtaking nature of the Curonian Spit 
National Park and Nemunas Delta Regional Park.

Looking for a great place to raise your children? For a 
comfortable life for you and your family, choose Klaipėda.

Klaipėda’s 4 hospitals provide the highest level of qualified, 
specialized personal health care services, while primary health 
care (PHC) services are provided by the city’s 3 municipal health 
care centers. And if you would prefer to go private, the city has 17 
private health care centers. With 900 doctors, and over 2,000 
nurses, you and your family’s health will always be covered.

Family friendly 

Health services

Connectivity 

education institutions
for your child’s education90
doctors for your 
family’s health900
total length of 
bicycle paths200km
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Want to build a home for your family that won’t cost the earth? Check out Klaipėda. 

1 bedroom apartment €

1 h in the city center €

Single journey €

Living costs 

Population

Parking Lunch price € Private kindergarten price €

Rental costs  per month

Klaipėda

Vilnius

Malmo 

Copenhagen

Klaipėda

Vilnius

Malmo 

Copenhagen

Klaipėda

Vilnius

Malmo 

Copenhagen

Klaipėda

Vilnius

Malmo 

Copenhagen

Klaipėda

Vilnius

Malmo 

Copenhagen

Klaipėda

Vilnius

Malmo 

Copenhagen

150 000

540 000

340 000

583 000

0.90

1.50

10

12

5

6

10

12

273

333

526 

426

200

300

500

900

0.58 

0.90

2.25

3.20

24

Public transport costs

25



Want to learn more about Klaipėda’s rich history and cultural 
traditions? Let’s celebrate! Klaipėda is home to more than 20 
festivals each year. From the city’s huge Sea Festival to its Jazz 
Castle Jazz Festival, there’s something for everyone.   

Nestled on the Baltic Coast, and surrounded by gorgeous nature, 
Klaipėda is a gift for nature lovers and sports enthusiasts. 

Why not test yourself on the waves? Try surfing once, and 
you’ll never forget that flash of adrenaline and serene feeling of 
accomplishment you get when you catch that first wave. 

Want to discover your perfect work-life balance? Klaipėda can 
offer you a range of outdoor activities including sailing, kite-
boarding and sunbathing in UNESCO protected sandy beaches.

Lifestyle

Nature & Active leisure 

Culture & Nightlife 
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Looking for a business location that bridges East and 
West? A city with the most profitable ice free port in the 
EU, linking Scandinavia, the EU, the CIS and China.

Klaipėda ID is a non-profit city 
development agency founded by 
Klaipėda Municipality. Its mission is to 
support both international and local 
businesses by providing information 
and on the ground advice. It is also 
dedicated to attracting more top-tier 
talent to the city.

info@klaipedaid.lt www.klaipedaid.lt

Šaulių str. 32-5 

LT-92137, Klaipėda Lithuania

Company code: 142031277

VAT Code: LT420312716

Have questions?

Contact us

26

It’s time to discover Klaipėda. For talent, 
for support, for quality to cost, and for the 
pure enjoyment of life. Choose Klaipėda.

We are here to help you

27








